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ATTORNEY GENERAL MADIGAN OBJECTS TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S CITIZENSHIP QUESTION ON 2020 CENSUS

Madigan & Coalition Submit Comment Outlining Funding Risks from Depressed Census Turnout

Chicago — Attorney General Lisa Madigan today joined with a bipartisan coalition of 18 states, the District of Columbia, nine cities,
four counties and the U.S. Conference of Mayors to submit a formal comment objecting to the Census Bureau's decision to add an
unnecessary citizenship question to the 2020 Census.

"The federal government should encourage every person living in our country to participate in the Census instead of putting up
barriers that intimidate people from being counted," Madigan said. "I am filing my objection today and am pursuing litigation
against the federal government to ensure that immigrants in Illinois are represented fairly and accurately."

The coalition's comment explains that demanding citizenship information on the Census is likely to depress response rates in cities
and states with large immigrant populations, including Illinois, directly threatening the fair representation of those states in
Congress and the Electoral College, as well as billions of dollars in critical federal funds.

The comment further explains that the Census Bureau does not need citizenship information to properly perform its function, as the
primary duty of the Census under the Constitution is to count all persons in the U.S. without regard to citizenship. In addition, the
coalition said that the Bureau has not performed any testing of the citizenship demand to ensure the quality, utility and clarity of
the information to be collected.

The federal administration's decision to add a citizenship question reverses decades of past practice. In 1980, the Census Bureau
rejected the addition of a citizenship question, concluding that "[a]ny effort to ascertain citizenship will inevitably jeopardize the
overall accuracy of the population count. Obtaining the cooperation of a suspicious and fearful population would be impossible if the
group being counted perceived any possibility of the information being used against them. Questions as to citizenship are
particularly sensitive in minority communities and would inevitably trigger hostility, resentment, and refusal to cooperate."

More recently, in 2009, all eight former Directors of the Census Bureau dating back to 1979 - who served under both Democratic
and Republican presidents — confirmed in testimony to Congress that the addition of a citizenship question would depress
participation and lead to a significant undercount, undermining the purpose of the Census itself.

In April, Madigan, along with 17 other attorneys general, six cities and the bipartisan U.S. Conference of Mayors, filed a lawsuit to
block the federal administration from demanding citizenship information in the 2020 decennial Census, arguing the citizenship
demand would ultimately depress turnout in states with large immigrant populations like Illinois.

Joining Madigan in filing the comment are the attorneys general of Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, the District of Columbia, Iowa,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Virginia, Vermont and Washington; the cities of Central Falls, RI (the site of the 2018 end-to-end test of the Census), Chicago,
Columbus, New York, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Providence, San Francisco, and Seattle; Cameron County, TX; El Paso
County, TX; Hidalgo County, TX; and Monterey County, CA and the U.S. Conference of Mayors.
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